
MINUTES - DRAFT 
COMPLETE STREETS COMMITTEE MEETING 

October 16, 2017 
Witherspoon Municipal Building 

 
 
Present: Robert Altman (Chair), Nat Bottigheimer. Sam Bunting, Jenny Crumiller 
(Council liaison), Janet Heroux, Pam Hersh, Chris Ieva, Jenny Ludmer, Tamera Matteo, 
Surinder Sharma, Deanna Stockton (Princeton Engineering), Jack West (Princeton 
Engineering), Sgt Tom Murray (Police Traffic Safety Officer), Kristin Appelget 
(Princeton University) 
 
Visitors: Tineke Thio (Princeton Bicycle advisory committee), Jerry Foster (Greater 
Mercer TMA), Lisa Serieyssol (Princeton Bicycle advisory committee), Timothy Quinn 
(Princeton Council), Laura Torchio (Project for Public Spaces). 
 
The meeting convened at 5:15 p.m. 
 
	
1. ACTION	–	Approval	of	minutes	from	the	meeting	on	August	17,	2017	(RA)	

(previously	distributed)	
	
SS	proposed	a	motion	to	approve	the	minutes.		CI	seconded.	Passed	unanimously	
	
	
2. ACTION	–Confirmation	of	dates	for	2018	meetings	(previously	distributed)	
	
TM	proposed	a	motion	to	approve	the	dates	for	2018.	JL	seconded.	Passed	unanimously.	
The	dates	for	the	2018	will	be	as	follows:	
	
! February	12,	2018*	(February	19	falls	on	Presidents	Day)	
! April	16,	2018	
! June	18,	2018	
! August	20,	2018	
! October	15,	2018	
! December	17,	2018	

	
	
3. An	Introduction	to	Tactical	Urbanism	–	Laura	Torchio,	Project	for	Public	Spaces	
	
Laura	Torchio	of	the	Montclair,	NJ	Bike-Walk	Committee	and	nonprofit	group	‘Project	for	
Public	Spaces’	gave	a	presentation	on	‘Tactical	Urbanism’.	
	
	
	
	



	
4. Prospective	priorities	for	a	Complete	Streets	Committee	agenda	for	2018	(RA)	
	
The	chair	encouraged	members	of	the	Complete	Streets	Committee	to	consider	priority	
areas	for	consideration	in	2018,	for	further	discussion	at	the	meeting	in	December.	
	
	
5. Report	of	the	Ad	Hoc	Task	Group	on	Transportation	Alternatives	(SS)	
	
SS	reported	that	the	Ad	Hoc	Task	Group	on	Transportation	Alternatives	had	met	10.13.2017	
and	reviewed	a	draft	report,	prepared	by	Ralph	Widner,	using	funds	from	the	municipal	
Mass	Transit	Fund.	The	report	is	still	under	development	and will require substantial 
changes/updates based on comments received from the adhoc committee members and 
others in the community.	The	report	will	provide	a	statistical	analysis	of	traffic	around	
Princeton,	with	survey	results,	and	recommendations	arising	from	this	information	
suggesting	how	it	could	be	used	to	help	fulfill	the	community	Master	Plan	goal	of	providing	
effective	transportation	alternatives.	SS	estimates	that	the	report	should	be	complete	by	
December	2017.		
	
SS	further	explained	that	there	was	a	proposal	to	institute	a	new	three-person	sub-
committee,	within	the	Complete	Streets	Committee’,	which	would	act	as	a	‘Strategic	
Research	Committee’.	RA	explained	that	this	committee	would	maintain	a	database	of	traffic	
statistics	and	advise	Council,	on	request,	on	traffic	issues	using	this	data.	JC	suggested	that	
an	ad	hoc	committee	might	be	preferable	to	a	standing	committee,	because	of	the	ongoing	
challenge	in	making	suitable	appointments	to	municipal	advisory	committees.	
	
RA	suggested	that	the	proposal	to	form	a	‘Strategic	Research	Committee’,	whether	
permanent	or	ad	hoc,	would	be	considered	further	at	the	December	CSC	meeting,	at	which	
time	the	CSC	could	be	apprised	of	where	the	database	would	be	maintained	and	what	form	
it	would	take.		
	
	
6. Report	of	the	Ad	Hoc	Task	Group	on	Traffic	Calming	(JC)	
	
JC	presented	a	draft	resolution	summarizing	the	work	of	the	Traffic	Calming	Task	Group.	
The	resolution	called	for:	calming traffic using suitable engineering approaches, reduce 
speeding, end the existing moratorium on speed bumps; and consider additional factors 
beyond the ‘85th percentile rule’ for setting local speed limits. 
	
RA	noted	that	additional	criteria	on	suitable	streets	for	traffic	calming	were	still	in	
development	by	JW.	
	
Police	Traffic	Safety	Officer,	Sgt	TM	requested	that	firm	criteria	be	set	on	where	traffic	
calming	measures	might	be	added,	and	called	for	all	traffic	calming	measures	to	be	MUTCD-
compliant.	He	raised	the	concern	that	traffic	might	‘migrate’	to	nearby	streets	as	new	traffic	
calming	measures	were	added.	TM	further	added	that	Princeton	police	always	consider	
factors	beyond	the	‘85th	percentile	rule’	for	setting	speed	limits.	
	
The	item	was	carried	to	the	December	meeting	pending	further	consideration.	



	
	
7. Developing	proposals	for	the	Mass	Transit	Fund	(NB)	
NB	encouraged	members	of	the	committee	to	consider	further	possibilities	for	use	of	the	
funds	in	the	Princeton	Mass	Transit	Trust	Fund.	
	
	
8. Princeton	Merchants	Association	(PMA)	and	CSC	(TM)	
	
NB	said	that	the	Complete	Streets	Committee	should	pro-actively	seek	the	insights	of	
members	of	Princeton’s	Merchant	community.	
	
	
9. Discussion	of	automatic	speed	cameras	and	speed	monitoring	/	education	/	

enforcement	(JC)	
	
(This	item	was	carried	to	December)	
	
	
10. Comments	from	the	public	on	items	not	on	the	agenda		
	
There	were	no	comments	from	members	of	the	public.	
	
	
11. Reports	from	other	committees	and/or	on	other	topics		
	
	
DS	explained	that	Mercer	County	was	moving	ahead	with	‘concept	design’	for	two	
structures	on	Alexander	Street.		The	existing	bridge	over	Stony	Brook	is	20’	wide	and	is	
structurally	deficient.	The	current	proposal	involves	a	new	structure	with	a	34’	roadway,	
with		two	12’	travel	lanes,	5’	foot	shoulders	(which	can	be	designated	by	Princeton	as	bike	
lanes)	and	4-5’	sidewalks	for	bikes	and	peds	on	either	side.		NB	expressed	concerns	
regarding	the	narrow	sidewalks.		The	second	structure	would	replace	a	piped	culvert	near	
MetroNorth	restaurant.		
	
	
12. Adjournment	
	
	
	
	
Attachments:	
1.	Slides	from	presentation	on	‘Tactical	Urbanism:	by	Laura	Torchio	(agenda	item	#3)	
2.	Draft	report	of	the	Traffic	Calming	task	force	(agenda	item	#6)	
3.	Police	crash	report	for	August	2017	and	September	2017	
4.	Police	report	–	synopsis	of	crashes	involving	cyclists	and	pedestrians	in	August	and	
September	2017.	
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A Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper Approach 
To STREETS as PLACES 

LAURA TORCHIO, AICP 
Dep. Director, Transportation 
ltorchio@pps.org 

WHY DON’T WE DO IT 
IN THE ROAD? 
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LAURA TORCHIO 
Deputy Director Transportation 
Project for Public Spaces 
ltorchio@pps.org	



46 countries, 6 continents,  
50 US states, 7 Canadian provinces,  

1000 cities, 3,000 communities!

Helping people create 
and sustain public 
spaces that build 

stronger communities. 



Placemaking is a 
collaborative 
process of people 
coming together to 
reimagine and 
reinvent public 
spaces. 

WHAT IS 
PLACEMAKING? 



�When you focus on a place, 
you do everything differently.� 







HOW DO YOU DO IT ? 

Project for Public Spaces, Inc.

The Community is the Expert 

You Can’t Do It Alone 

Place, Not Just Design 

You Are Never Finished 

In The Road 



Doing It in the Road is Awesome (AF) 
 
 

1. Doing It Complete Streets Style 
 

2. Doing It in Montclair, NJ 

3. Dr. Ruth’s Guide to Good Sex	
STREETS 



http://www.pps.org/streets/ 

Streets are for Everything	

Like few 
other places,  
streets are a 
public stage 
where life 
unfolds.  



Doing It  “Complete Streets” Style	

Image: ArterialStreets, LLC 

In The Road 



Complete Streets are  
streets for everyone. 
 
They are designed and  
operated to enable safe  
access for all users, including p
edestrians, bicyclists,  
motorists and transit riders of a
ll ages and abilities.   
 
(Source: National Complete  
Streets Coalition) 

Complete Streets 
 
•  Prioritize People Space 

•  Create “Sticky” Streets &  
Layering Activities 

•  Slow Down Cars 

•  Flexibility 
 



Prioritize People Space 

Pearl Street Plaza (Brooklyn, NY) 
 



New	Road	–	Brighton,	UK	(Before)	

Prioritize People Space 

New	Road	–	Brighton,	UK	(After)	

Shared space is an 
urban design approach 
which seeks to 
minimize the 
segregation of 
pedestrians and 
vehicles. This is done 
by removing features 
such as curbs, road 
surface markings, 
traffic signs, and 
traffic lights. 



New	Road	–	Brighton,	UK	(After)	

Prioritize People Space 

Gehl	Design	



Create sticky streets 

Layer Activities so people 
want to hang out there 
 
•  Temporary or permanent 
•  Seasonal 
•  Daytime or evening 
•  Young and old 
 



BEFORE 

Create sticky streets 



AFTER 



• 4,280 pedestrians hit and killed in traffic in 
2010 in the U.S. 

• 70,000 pedestrians injured 

Slow Down Cars 



 
There is no singular  
design prescription  
for Complete Streets; e
ach one is unique  
and responds to its  
community context.  
 
 
(Source: National  
Complete Streets Coalition) 

Flexibility 

AASHTO	Guide	for	Achieving	Flexibility	in	

Highway	Design	(p.15)	

	

“Selection	of	a	design	level	of	service	represents	an	

important	design	control	that	is	a	choice	of	the	

project	team.	This	choice	should	be	made	carefully,	

with	the	input	and	understanding	of	the	community	

and	all	stakeholders…”	

	

A	flexible	or	context-sensitive	approach	for	a	project	

acknowledges	the	need	to	tailor	the	level	of	service	to	

other	design	controls	and	constraints	within	the	

context	of	the	project’s	purpose	and	need.”	

 Doing It in the Road Requires 



Suddenly I See Streets as 
PLACES! 



PROJECT FOR 
PUBLIC SPACES!

When you design you community around cars and traffic … 
you get more cars and traffic. 



When you design your community around people and 
places… 
You get people and places. 



From Test to Invest 



LQC Spectrum of Change 

People	for	Bikes:	Quick	Builds	for	Better	Streets	



Times Square, NYC 



 
Image: Sam Rockwell. 

Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 
Open Streets Demonstration Project 

Try it! 



Increasing People Space 
Chicago 



Increasing People Space 
Chicago 



Brownsville, Brooklyn 
www.nyc.gov/streetseats  
 
 



City Repair Project, Portland, OR 





New Lenses New Vision 
Suddenly I See 

Base your vision on how 
you want to 
live, not what you've 

learned to live 
with.  



Stop thinking THIS …or even THIS 

Think about Completing Streets based on Community Context 



Doing It in Montclair, NJ 
With the Advocates 

There’s no 
such thing as 

a Bike 
Lane Fairy 



2002	
• Bike	Ped	
Plan	

2007	
• Safe	Routes	
to	School	

2009	
• Complete	
Streets	Policy	

2012	
• Bike	Racks	
• Bike	Swaps	
• Walking	
Groups	

2017	
• Complete	Streets	
Blueprint	

• Parklets	&	Murals	
• Open	Streets	
• Pop-up	Bike	Lanes	
• Bicycle	Education	

Bike&Walk	Montclair	

advocates	for	policies,	
programs,	and	street	
designs	that	support	
SAFE	biking	and	

walking.	

Streets	

Are	

For	

Everyone	



Learn to Ride & Street Savvy 

Ride Right  



Pledge Courtesy! 

Drive Right!  



Building Awareness 



A Better Bloomfield Avenue 

Pop-Up Everything 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hN9kTolsF2o	

PSA:	Uptown	Funk	performed	in	the	crosswalks	during	red	lights	in	Montclair	

Center.		

Red	Light	Session	

Montclair	Center	



OpenStreetsMtc 2015, 2016 

Pop-Up Everything 



Pop-Up Everything 

OpenStreetsMtc 2015, 2016 



Farmers Market 



Pop-up Bike Lanes 

Pop-Up Everything 



Testing	

Temporary		

Bike	Lanes	in	

Montclair	



Sharrows & Wayfinding 

Pop-Up Everything 



Artful Crosswalks 

Pop-Up Everything 



MontclairSAFE (Streets Are For Everyone) 

1 - Complete Streets Implementation Plan 



Intersection Murals 

2 - Paint the Pavement Program 



Parks in Parking Spaces 

3 - Parklet Ordinance 



Parks in Parking Spaces 

3 - Parklet Ordinance 











Empowering People 



Dr. Ruth’s Guide to Good Sex 
STREETS 

The Street Plans Collaborative	



Was it Good for You?  ;)	
	

Doing It in the Road is Awesome (AF) 
 
 

1.  Doing It Complete Streets Style 
 

2.  Doing It in Montclair, NJ 

3.  Dr. Ruth’s Guide to Good Sex	
STREETS 



Let’s Talk	
	

 
How can citizens “Do it In The 
Road” in Princeton?  



Stay in Touch! 
 
    pps.org (read our blog, subscribe to our free newsletter) 

   @PPS_Placemaking 

   facebook.com/ProjectforPublicSpaces 

   PPS_Placemaking 

    Placemaking Leadership Council  

LAURA TORCHIO 
Deputy Director - Transportation  
ltorchio@pps.org 
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Motor Vehicle Crashes with Bicyclists and Pedestrian Synopsis 
August and September 2017 

 
Police Report 
Number 

Synopsis Citation 

17-24504 Pedestrian crossed Bayard Lane (Route 206) against the red/stop pedestrian 
symbol, and was struck by an auto making a right turn.   

Pedestrian was not cited as there was 
no damage to the vehicle. 

17-24927 Bicyclist was riding south on east sidewalk of Harrison Street and entered 
the crosswalk across Patton Street on the bike.  The vehicle had stopped 
westbound on Patton and entered the crosswalk to make a right turn, and 
the cyclist impacted the right passenger door of the car; the car driver did 
not see the cyclist until the impact.   

Bicyclist cited for failing to dismount 
and walk bike across the street in the 
crosswalk, and for not wearing a 
helmet.   

17-25651 Bicyclist riding west on the southerly sidewalk of Stockton Street (Route 
206) entered the crosswalk at Edgehill Street without stopping and 
impacted the front bumper of a vehicle making a right turn from Edgehill 
onto Stockton.  The driver had stopped at the stop bar, and did not see the 
bicyclist until the time of impact.  

No citations were issued as the bicyclist 
told the driver that he was uninjured 
and the bicycle was undamaged, and 
left the scene of the accident.  The 
driver reported the incident to police 
headquarters. 

17-27462 Pedestrian crossing Paul Robeson Place southward on the west side of 
Witherspoon Street in the crosswalk, with the cross walk signal.  Pedestrian 
was struck in left hand by vehicle north bound on Witherspoon making a 
left turn.  Vehicle had a green light, but pedestrian had the right of way due 
to the pedestrian crossing signal indication to proceed. 

Driver cited for failing to yield to 
pedestrian in crosswalk with signal to 
cross. 

17-27493 Bicyclist was traveling northbound on west sidewalk of Witherspoon Street 
entered the crosswalk at Birch Avenue and was struck by a vehicle making a 
left turn southward from Birch onto Witherspoon.  Both vehicle driver and 
cyclist claim they stopped prior to entering the crosswalk.  Witnesses gave 
conflicting testimony.  Vehicle driver was unable to stop and impacted the 
cyclist. 

No citations given.  Responding office 
was unable to determine which party 
was at fault. 



Motor Vehicle Crashes with Bicyclists and Pedestrian Synopsis 
August and September 2017 

 
Police Report 
Number 

Synopsis Citation 

17-28054 Pedestrian traveling north on east side of John Street turned and ran into 
cross walk on John Street from the south side of Quarry Street.  Pedestrian 
entered crosswalk without looking, in front of oncoming vehicle travelling 
north on John Street and was struck by the vehicle.  The pedestrian 
appeared to be intoxicated.  An SUV illegally parked too close to the 
crosswalk on John Street contributed to the accident. 

Pedestrian was cited for failure to check 
for traffic before entering the crosswalk. 

17-28169 Pedestrian crossing Wiggins Street from north to south in the crosswalk at 
North Tulane Street was struck by a vehicle making a left turn from North 
Tulane on to Wiggins westbound.  The vehicle failed to yield to the 
pedestrian already in the crosswalk.  Sun glare contributed to the accident. 

Driver cited for failure to yield to a 
pedestrian in the crosswalk. 

17-28174 Vehicle northbound on Moore street was making a left to proceed west on 
Wiggins Street and collided with bicyclist proceeding south on Moore 
Street.  Both the driver and the cyclist stated that they stopped prior to 
entering the intersection. 

Driver cited for failure to yield to 
through traffic when turning left. 

17-28201 Bicyclist proceeding southbound on Walnut Street between Guyot Avenue 
and Franklin Avenue, travelling along the right side of a row of vehicles 
stopped in the roadway, impacted the open passenger side door of one of 
the stopped vehicles. 

Driver was cited for discharging a 
passenger in the roadway, instead of 
pulling to the curb; cyclist was cited for 
illegally passing on the right and riding 
without a helmet. 

17-29238 Pedestrian was proceeding south on Bunn Avenue, in the crosswalk at 
McComb Road when struck by a vehicle exiting McComb Road, making a left 
turn to proceed North on Bunn.  The vehicle had stopped at the stop sign, 
then proceeded into the crosswalk and struck the victim.  The vehicle driver 
stated that sun glare obscured the pedestrian in the crosswalk. 

Driver was cited for failure to yield to a 
pedestrian in a crosswalk. 

 


