Today we celebrate the completion of extensive repairs and reinforcement to
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sweep of l’rmceton s past, and, newiy rewtaﬂzed, promlses to pro]ect that continuum
far into the future.
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once served native peoples as a trail between the great Delawatre and Hudso
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even SDOKC in different tong‘ues But as nelghbor‘; together tnt:v created new

settlements including Prmcetown Maidenhead and here in between “Stony Brook.”
WhPThPi‘ raising a barn or buildine a ]‘\f‘lr‘]O'P when PQHPH unon. thev lahared fnn-pfl‘\pf

ther raising a barn or building a bridge, when called upon, they labored together,
contributing stone or timber or sand and in some cases skills for the common good.
Three hundred years ago a mill was established here to serve these first farms
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A wooden bﬂdgu was established bes de it and served th Luugh ut most of th

Fi ghteenth century until the plvotal morning of January 3™ 1777, By dawn’s raking

u;:h[ re-enforcements to Cornwallis’ army, on their way from Princeton to T renton,

had already crossed Stony Brook and reached the summit of the hill when, behind
them, tnev sootted reflected sunshine ghntmsr off American arms and uniforms

Washington, himself, ordered the destruction of the wooden bridge to thwart the
return of the British footsoldiers to de T
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severed forever. As the datestone we reset toda
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Many years ago diaries were discovered in the attic of the stone house next

door, penned by the miller who lived there, chronicling da ay-to-day life in this place

At times, as in 1863, he relates events that he learned about

road from Gettysbur 1d Vicksh e
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forged here eighty ye s before. But he also desctibes floods and snowstorms, a 105
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degree day, the death of a nmghbor s child and his labors to help the undertaker dig

her grave and bury her in rain squall the followmg afternoon. And he mentions
naintenance of this brid dge it including an entry describing the work of masons who
d water to improve their mortar. According to one of the mason’s here today
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the Chinese used boiling water and rice as a bonding agent for the Great Wall,



But walls are meant to divide while bridges create connections. The sheer
scope of work for the artisans and engineers charged with rebuilding Stony Brook
Bridge has brought together an array of men and women, drawn like their
predecessors from dlsnarate backgrounds and disciplines, but united in diligence and
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ind us not oﬂy to our past an
well. Over the course of this monumental effort those who worked here discovered

personal appreciation for those who created this span so long ago. They realized that
they had become part of a continuum. It was the masons, themselves, who suggested

inclusion of a time capsule not merely out of collective pride in their individual
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contributions, but as a g sture of ;mnd will to those gharmsd with r rphmlrlmo Ston ay
Brook Bridge the next time.



